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INTRODUCTION

Buildings come and builldings go. Bulldings over a
pundrsd years old havs a tandency to fall in disrepair, to
possess too valuable a logation, and to gradually ceass te
exist, One group of buildings, howevar, built arcund 4
hunired years ugo in the Roochester wrea, bas not gone oshis
way of all prenitecture quite ws rapidly as others ani does
net offer the proespect of dolng 80 in the near future, Te
withatand the nershern Hew York cliimate, these builtings
wars vudlt of a salterisl vhat Lad withsiocQ more destructive
patural forces sbun lake gules or sumnmer heat; they were
built mostdy in the country and in emall villages whexs
isnd vaiuss do not change enougd 1o warrant the desiruction
cf a building (vhey may not warrant its upkeep but that ie
spnotber gquestion), 8o they managed to survive and have
oome, just recentiy, ww be of Intersst 10 Lhe student of
architecture,

To the latter, this category of architecture is known
8 cobblestons (tc the owner or nelighbor it is often anye-
tiking from fisldstome to just plain stone). Buildings of
cobblestone are found in grewt guantity throughout upper
Hew York State, the former pathmway of a glacier, Only a
few wen have devotaed %aair.effo:ta 1o the lavestigation
end examination of this unusual 2xpression in architscturse;

thus, it bas been tneé purpose of this paper to examine and



record by means of photography the covblestone buildings
within a radius of roughly firty miles of Rochester,

To make this investigation of most use to those in-
terested in the subject, careful attention has been given
to the organization and presentation of the material, Chap-
ter I discusses the geological and constructural aspects
of cobblestone buildings and aims primarily at distinguish-
ing these from other stone buildings. Chapter II gives a
survey of the functions and the various architectural styles
of these buildings; chapter III presents examples of the
structural and decorative use of cobblestones. In chapter
IV a correlation of all this material to the textural sur-
face of the buildings and a suggestion of the complexity of
clagsification and analysis is attempted. The appendix gives
the exact location of the photographed examples and the
identification of all the picturesz in the paper.

The students presenting this paper were greatly aided
by the personal information of lr,George Chapman of Webster
and Ilir,Chester Harmon of Scottdville; by the advice of
Dr,Carl Hersey, Dr.J.Edward Hoffmeister, and lMiss Mergret
Denny; by the aid of liss Marion R.Davis; and by the
invaluable informetion and generous assistance of lMrs,

Bertha L.Guptill.



I COBEBLESTONES DEFINED BY GEOLOGY AND CONSTRUCTION

A. Ccbblestcnes Defined by Geolegy

B. Cobblestcnes Defined by Construction



A, Cobolesionas Defined By Geology

For tens of thousands of years, & glacial ice-sheat
gslowly advanced and retreuted over New York State., The
action of this glacial ice-sheet lefs, not only the con-
gpicuous and interesting gevlogical features of this area,
but & distinctive bullding material: cobolestones - i,s,
rounded stones from two and a nalf-toc eight-inches in dia-
meter (fig.l). Tue direct work of the glacisr was the
transportation of material: the invading ice-sheet gathered
up an immense guanvity of loose rock rupbish, carried it
many miles southward, and deposited it in varying degraes
of thickness over tne land, Tais variable veneer of glacial
deposit is called the till sheet or drifs mantlé.

The student of cobblestone architecture is interested
in the way the retreating glacler deposited ivs drift mantle,
There are two churacteristic arifts: the ice-laid drift and
the water-laid drifs, The ston2s of the ice-laid drifs,
composing the drumlins, are unassorted fragments of many
gizes and kinds of rock, Thess rock fragments are usually
glaciated or exhibit striation and faceting, The stones of
the water-laid drifv, composing the larger part of the
moralnes in this arsa, are rounded forms of rock fragments
Geposited in layers of assorted sizes by streams or lakes,
For further gonciseness in this paper, the stones deposited

in the ice-~lalda drift and used in cobvlestone arcnhitecturs



will bs referred vc as glacliavel cobblestonss; theose de-
pusivted in the water-lalid drifts as wmater-isld cobblestones.

Thae distribution and ocmpesivion of the glacial till
ghsst in upper New York Stats determined the rangs of cabblﬁ-
stone buildings. In the Rochaster area, the location and
type ol giaciai Gepesit, nlong with gconomical and Chronoe
iogioal fwotors, deterauinsd logal variations ani characierw
istics.,. The first type of glaciul deposit to be considared
is the Lilil sheet, It coovantains rooks ranging in size {rom
pouluaers to cobvolestones, 3Becuuse Lhs stonos were maar or
on the surface und wade plowing difficult, their remcwval
from tillable soil wus of priuwe impertange to the sottler
in nié surlivel attempts to viear an& furs the land, Thease
gtones ars of irrepular size und shape; the majority of them
are limestone, granlite, or sandstony fragueents,

Tae ssoond type of glavial depomit influsneing cohblew
gtone architecvure is found in the drumlins (fig,2), singular
bilis charagterized Ly 4 long, gentle slepe toward ilhe soush
and o stesp decliug ou tie noriia, These hills of subglacial
congtruction are compossd of ige~luid %11l deposited bensaih
ke undar~susface of the advancing glacier, In figurs J,
the goncentration of drumling is seen teo be in & two LuD~
dred wile strip stretening inland sast from Rochester ic
Syracuse - the ares contalining the greauteet dietributicn of
cobplestone bulldinga., From thsses stones deposited over the
countryside in toe ige-ladd 1111l cheet and ia the drumlincs,
Lhs glaciated covulestones for mogt of the gobblestone

Lulldings were gatLered,



Tae third glacial Gepoelt of cobblestones luy in Lhe
meradnes, Gepoesited ot thw receding edge of the meltling
glacler., The aworLinial Leldl dn tLls wrea sirelcles aluag
Ridge Roald West within twenly wilss of ithe laka'ﬁ‘a35m and

gnds in & JaTge rorainlal drift Wwiweon lrondequoit wund

Scdus (fig.4). Ia tbe plis arcund Ridge Roud Wesl are the
water-laid cobblestouss with thaly sharper edges worn away;

cu the veach of Lake Cutarie are vie lake-smsasbed cooulsatones,
aleoat completely rounded ana swoothad by Lvhe wotion of the
lake (f£ig.5).

Thua, shrough 1ts wovenent of glucial {orces, nature
i3ft Chls bullding welerlal within sasy reacu of the seisler,
Fancesg, founsatiocns, and {inally antire Louses were built of
cecbolesgtonss, 47 focr av other reason than that the disposal of

guch i amount of ston

£

%a® 4 serlous problaom, The aclole-
Blens bullding waes buily frow Lhe land on which 10 rested
and Whe glacier contriputed the waterial through its proe-
wuction of such o quantity of regularly sbapsd, sver~prasent

stone, *

i, All information on the gsvlogical formation of this area
13 from Herwan Fulrghild's books listad in the bibliography.



A B (@ D R.F.Funt.

Fig. 128. Comparison of stones fashioned by different agents of ecrosion. The long diam-
eter of each stone is about 4 inches.

A, Glaciated stone from till, New Haven, Conn.
B, Wave-worn beach cobble, Branford, Conn.

C, Stream-worn cobble, Snake River, Washington.
D, Ventifact, Glass Mountains, western Texas.
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B, Cobblasgtones Defined by Counsiruction

Toe construction of buildiags from amall stonss i
aob new., duny otoer countries Lave produced buildings of
gtongg gathersd from the flelds und kille; these fiald-
#glons buildings, bowever, Ruve besn constructed with 1little
©r no congersa as to slize, ashape, and gcolor of toe atone or
t¢ ta2¢ greunnsse of the Lorizensal ¢oursss. Ths 3btone housa,
built of the purticular sizs It0ong known as the Gooblsstone
agi constructed wita 4t least scue rudinmeniury counssrs for
tae gize, shape and regular laying of wne atone, 13lula@si-
fizd us a coboleootone bulldlng ratber than a fieldstona
building. The actual conotruction ¢f the oobLlesicns walls
of these houssa i1g Jifficult to lnvestigate bedauss sv Tew
of the houses are in ruins, Thres of ths four known ruins
in tkis area - the Sheldon Road Houss, Hendon; ths Plank
Rowd House, Ounituric Caatsr; und the Fizss Charlsvion Churca,
Grescod - Duve been lavestiguted and photographed, howevar,
i wn wtbteapt so alarify the structure of gobblestone sallse.

The Shsldicn Road House shows bow thae earlier cobble-
stong nouaes waere gonmstructed. On a fieldstone foundation,
teenty~one inches thick, were ralssd thes uppsr walls roughly
sixvesn inches in thiciness, 0On this aet-back of abour
five inches (fig.6) tbe flvor joleting was laid, The upper
8Lory walls soow oow & five inca coovlestoae facing wais

built into the rising wall (fig.7). The figldetone wall



wais Jaid in a crude fashion of coarss stons; intsrlaced

into this, howevar, ia thas procass of bullding, were cobble~
stones iald in regular Borizonlei rows., Tha courses of
gobblestones, divided by a trowalsd *V* joint, are laid

with thres or four rows %o tas guein {(sixteen inches high),
plagter is appiled directly %o ths interior fage of tha
fieidatone wall, 1o this case, witlicul aay interior stude
diag or lath, [The rewmaining fragments of stamiing wall
wili be pulled down sometime this apring (1951) and ths
ceilar fillied in]

On a 4irt road near 3ke intserasctlioa of Plank Road and
Ontario Centver~iagadon Road, Webaser, (a2 only remaining part
of @ cobblestons aouse is a low gection of wall, 4 Grosee
savtion of tuils wall (fig.8) shows how selected lakg-wasghaed
cobbleatones were Jald up #ith the fleldatone wall, As the
figlastoue wall »as built, the smooth, sgg-shapel coLle~
stones of the exterior wore laid in aven rows with thelri.
darger ends well imbedded in the masonry adhering to the
layerg of e ocwcikiug wall, A& in loedoergs, owldy purt &f
the cobblessiones appears on the surface of toe wall, %o
give the lmpresasion of a wuch thinuer wall compossd of
stones only a Ifraction of tasir wctual slze, Although ature
dily ceuwentad to the baok wall, the cobbleatone fasing is
Joined with uu ooccasional longer stone laid baock inlo the
rising etructure (lower rigat hand corner of figure 8).

Tais vype of wall gives she fseling of a leas structural
uge of cobilestone tooen the walls of the Sheldon Road Houss,
ous bas less of thue veneer-liks guality of the building

tzchnigue disoussed in the following paragraph,



Tie lagt cobbdleston2 bullding invsatizated, an ox-
awnple of cobblasgtone vensor-fucing (flg.9), is the First
Christiasn Church Lia Cresde, bullt by J, Putnas in 1844,

This building has besn gutiad by fire recenily; although caly
partizlly roofed the walls stund intagt axcapt Ior some
minor gaps around the window und door copanings. The sight-
gan~-inohh shick walls wro conatruoted of thrae layers of
asone, The iaterior laysr is oomposad of fairly largze sisze
rocks interlacad with a middle layer of medium sizge figlde
atone by coarse saszonry. Batwsen the layere and the stonas
thnsmealves lazrge J4ps in the masonry are apparent; 0 abw
tempt Las veen made To make thie innsr wall fmpervioua o
zain or wind., Thias function i3 fillied by a two-0r thraew
ineh venesr of water-laid ccbblaalcones applied to this crude
winll in regular horizoatal Qoursea, Ths vauser is joined %0
the baczing wall by the occasional penatration of longer
pobolestones iato 1%, Although the individual cobblesicnes
are badly weathered, thae cobiblestone faging ostldil completely
MoULR0%E bae waldl belind it from Sae destiuctive foroes of
nature,

Tarough exeminatioa of vhsse thres cobbleztone Lulldings,
the difference botwasn Sobblzatone conatruction andi othar
slone masonry is muwde apparent, Tihe bearing wall 1tealf ia
uot entlirely bullt ¢f them - bLehind the extericr layer of
covblegtone is & suvatantial wall of fieldatone., The cobble=-
atone Yacipg was built into and partially integratad with
the risinyg wall, but was lsid more cawrefully (in jointed horie

sontal rows) than the oruder fieldstone wall which it



govered, Cobblestcone gonstrugtion thus tends to be less a
distinosive way of building and more o method of finishing

the surface of the fleldstone will,
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II FUNCTIONS AND STYLES OF COBBLESTONE BUILDINGS

A, Functicns cf Cobblestone Bulldings

B. Styles of Cobblestcne Buildings



0

A. Functicns of Cobblestone Buildings

By far the greatest number of cobblastens buildings
were built as domestic dwellings, However, tnis type of
construction was used for nearly every type of building
needed by a predominantly rural area and age, In some
casss, bulldings have bean converted for a diffesrent use,
but, in most cases, the bullaings continue t¢ be used for
the purpose originally invended, QOnly a few characteristic
examples of public ouildings will be discussed, since the
siructural or textural use of cobblestone did not underge
any change.
| In a society c¢closely bound to the church by relliglous
ani social bonds, 1t is not surprising to find churches and
meeting houses of duravle and expensive cobblestone con-
struction, OUne of the sarliest cotblestons buildings in
the area is the Quaker Meeting House (fig.l1l0) near Scottaville,
wuilt in 1834, The double entry - one for men, one for
#omen - is its wost promineﬁt characteristic. The Quaker
sect had been founded in thia ares in 1804 by Isaac Cox,
who in 1838 built a cobolestone house not far from this
building., Toe Heeting House was constructed of glaciated
¢oublestone gathered from the fields and laid without much
attention to the regularity of ths courses. Built by a group
little glven ¢ material display, it reflects in its con-

gtruction the economic and religious position of its builders,



il

The Firast Baptist Church in Webster (fig.li) is its
compliete antithesis, Bullt In 1837, the bullding expresses
in design the spirit of ecclesiastical arghitecture, in
construction the desire for an impressive facade, executed
in the finest selected lake-washed covblestone. The other
walle, not guite as finely or uniformly selected, present
4 subtle contrast witbh the front, The workmanship in lay-
ing up these walls represents the greatest technical skill
reached in cobblesiona consiructlon, The aesthetic effect
achieved with thaese curefully selscted cobblestones is coum-
parable to that gained in other bullding materials,

Ancother category of publdic bulldings including cobble-
stone examples is the early one-or two-room schoclhoused,
Twoe of these are located between Rochester and Childs on
Ridge Road Wast., The earlier one, District School #8 of
Parmas (fig.12), was built in 1846, It is & eimple, one-
rocm builiaing slighely sugyestive of the Greek Revival atyle
in 1ts beavy cornice and its full entablature, The covble-
gstones of the front are luke-washed and nat:oarafully EE T
lected for size and color; i‘he number of rows to a guoln de~
crease from five on the front t¢ four on the side us the
atones begome larger; the back 1s wade up of very large
stones laid in unsven rows., The later bullding by two
years, District School #5 in Gaines (fig.13), differs only
in that, slightly larger in size, it has a double entry and
& short, syuare bell tower atop its ridge pole, The lake-
washed cobblestones of the front, selected for their uni-

form reddieh color, are Medina sandstone, The stonea of



i3

the sides and back are water-iald and become progressively
coarser, These public buliliings, like the churches, refliect
greater cure for texture than the domeetic dwellings in the
ganme area wihich aure seldom built with saléote& lanke~-washed
cobbleatones,

Various other bulildings were built of cobblestone to
serve different purpcses, In Kast Victor is & store pulld-
ing (fig.14) still in use as such; other similar store
builaings are in Vietor ani Scottsville, A esmall bullding
in West Bloomfleld was bullt in 1841 originally as the Ont-
ario and Livingston Mutual Ineurance 0ffice (fig.15)., Al-
though the method of construction wae painstaking and diffi-
cult, an occasional fars pbuililng made of cobblestonss is
found; the King Farm in Phelpe (fig.16) presents an unusual
¢olisction of these with 1ts many barsns and fars bulldings
siretching out behind the cobblestons residsnce, Even walls
cf cobblestone construction, ruther than the usual fieldstone
masonry, have been found arcund old cemeteries and gardens
(fig.17).

Cecbblestone construction was changed littlie in its
adaption to the various needs of public and commercial build-
ings., The careful attention to uniformivy of size and color
reflects the usual attempt to distinguish, through elaborate-

ness, the group's bulldings from the lndividual's,
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B. Styles of Cobblesione Bulildings

During the peried when most of the cobbleostone build-
ings were erected - 1830 to 1860 - three architectural styles
weére in use: the Poast-Colonial, the (Greek Hevival, and the
Romantic Revival, #Hach of these styles was reflected in
turn, in domestic cobblestone buildinge and was ugsed with
little modification in this unigue building wmaterial, The
actual mesﬁoa of construction had little effect on the
adaptation of the style by the builder, The stylistie
variations in cobblestone houses ¢au be found in most of
the nouses bullt frow pattera bocks, by local master build-
ers or carpenters, The stuwiy of the design of cobblestone
buildings thus is the study of the contemporary development
of various arcnitectural stylesg in this area, rather than
that of a style indigenoue to thias particular material,

The wmost simple cobvlestone house greatly resembles
the early Coleonial dwelling in its restricted, undevelopad
plan, The Crowell-Petrie House neur Clarkson (fig,18) is
4 amall rectangular four-room building with a center en-
Lrance opsning directly into the main room, The chimneys
have been located on the outside walls rather than in the
c¢enter of the house; a steep stairway rises on ths west end
of the main roowm to a low atvic., The exterior construction
reflects, aa does the interior plan, the simplicity and

reatralnt imposed upon the buildar by the material at hand



i4

and by the mesans of the ownsr, The cobblestones, gathsred
from the morainial drifts and from the fields, are of
varicus sizee and shapes and, although laid in fairly
herizontal courses, lacr any Jjeinting. The gorner guoins
are uneven aslabs of fieldstone, dressed in a rather crude
fashion; vhe door and window lintels are of brick,

The Post~-Colonial style is found in many of the earlier
bhouses, particularly in thse Henrietta-Scottsville area., The
dosign of these simple LloCR-mass dwellings, with tneir
egonomy of plan and minimus of decorative detail, was fituving-
iy used by the sarlier settlers in the building of their
permanent dwellings, The Fischell House (fig.l18), Rush, is
a fine exumple of thls style of architecturse in cobblestone,
The house, planned with a central hall ani stairway fiank-
ed on each side by two roome, has the wide doorway and el
liptical fanlight characteristic of Early Republican bhouses,
The regular symmetry of the facads with its straight lime~
slone winﬁaavlintels and gcorner quoins is unaffeoted by
the cobublestone coanstruction, Other examples of this style
are the Herendean House (fig.=20) near Farmington. The
Dean Homestead (fig,21) in Webster, the Bonesteel House
(fig.38) near Victor, the Cox House (fig,.233) nsar Scotise
ville, and the Able Houss in West Henrietta.

The greater number of buildings in this area rsflect,
in varying degrees, the Greek Hevival style dominating the
sra of cobblestone building. As in other types of construc-
tion, the slewent of style in cobblestones houses extends,

from u complete expression of archeoclogical fsaturass to the



adapted and modified detuils of modest country homes, Per-
nape the finest example of the domestic Greek Revival style
in cobeleazan@‘ia tne T, Barron House (fig.24) between
Geneva and Canandaigua. The nouse is adapted to the narrow
temple plan by placing the entrance at the right hand gorner
of tus front toc enable the application of the tetrastyle,
colossal portive to the front with a minimuc of adjustment,
The narrow, two story, central blook ig flanked by one

story winge to extend the total area of the plan, A full
sutablature rung the antire circumference of the central
part of the bouse; ths columns are Ionic and fluted; the
piton of the gable roof 1s reduced to a practical minimum -
every attempt has been mude %0 reproduce the fashionable
Greek Hevival dwelling. The consiruction of the building
also reflects the effort upon the part of the owner - bulld-
8r to creuate a fashionable houss reflecting his gsocial snd
egonomic position: the red Medine sandstone facade is of
swall lake-washed cobblessiones imported from Laxe Oantario
aind carefully seleocted for size and ceolor; they are laid

in straight horizontal gourses with an even bead joint,

As bouses in the QGreex Revival style were aleo built
by owners of more modest weans the plan was modified, the
portico was reduced ar'omit%ad, the decorative detail was
crudely executsu or completely eliminated, untll only a
faint suggeation of the atyle cun be founi in some of the
small rural houses, The Wychamere Farm House (fig.25) near
Webaster, shows how the styie was adapted with more than

usual good tuste to an unpretentious cobblestone houss.
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The portice froni has Leen omitted entirely, while the
pedimented gable 1s only suggestsed by the parsial return

of the entablature, Unfluted pilasters cover the usual
cut~stons cournsr quoina. Only one wing has been built and
tiuis contains the entrance., Plercing the full entablature
ara the characterietic frieze windows with their cusi-iren
grills, Tae cobblesiones for tne front are fairly saall,
seiected, lauke-~washed, and red Hedina sandastone; the sidss
are predominantly olack granite and yellow guartzite. Al-
though an unpretenticus farw dwelling, both the style and
the coustruction reflect tiae greatest concern for dasign
and workmanship., The Neulendyke bhouse (fig.28) nsar Orchard
Beagh, with its unusual red Hedina sandstone quoins, and
the Mendon Pond Park House (fig.37) are other fins examples
of the Greek Revival in wmodest farm bouseas,

During the perlod of cobblestone construction,ancther
"revival® influenced architectural design - the Romantic
Hevival, Various influsnces are focund in this category:
the castellated Gothile; the Tudor cottage; the Italiaun villa;
the Swiss chalet; an: the Hudson River bracketed, Only in
a few cobblestone bBousss of this area were elemsnts of
romantic design adopted, however. 1In the E.L. ¥ing House
(fig.28) near Phelps, the contemporary iafluence is felt
in the pointed cobblestone arches over the windowe, in the
clustered flues of the ¢himney, and in the stesply pitched
roof and front gable, This aimplitiad gottagse deslign re-
flects the influence of Downing and Davis, whose cottage

and villa designs were often publiiehed at that time in the
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tGenasee Farmer® and the "Cuitivator®, The plan has deen
left, nowever, bscause of th2 llmitatious of the structural
matarial, without the numsrTous appenduges and axorsscences
of the "Gothic" astyle, Here, aguin in harmony with the
authenticity of the design elemenis, the coboblesiones are
finely selected, lake-washed, and are lald in regular hori-
aontal rows by a skilled mason,

The Bauker House (fig.20) near Parsiagton, bullt cight
years laver, shows the sawme influences as doss the Wing
House, The only differences are that the two szall dormer
windows Duve besn omitted, and the lintels are of the cut
stons, and & later porch has been addsd, Another cottags
type house, naear ths interseciion of Martin Road and Tele-
phone Road, Bearietta, reflecis the same Downing-Gothig
style.

The Hayden House (fig.Jd0) near York is an unusual 8x~
suple of transitional architectural design executed in
cobblestone, The plan ig similar to that of other Late
Cclonial or Early Republican houses; t¢ the narrower side,
howevar, a colossal portico with simplified Corinthian
columns bus been applied., The astesp roof, the wide over-
bang of the eaves, and the clustered flues of the chimneys
are other features making the stylistic classification of
the house difficult,

The architsotural designs of these housss are familiar
to any student of American architecturs - little change has
vgcured in their trahalutian into cobblaestone, The designs

of these buildings only reflect the contemporary popular
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designs, executed, as in other wethods of construction,
with u greater cor liesssr degree of fulithfulness and skill,

The distinguisbing nature of cobblestone architecture does

not lie here,
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IITI STRUCTURAL AND DECCRATIVE USES OF COBELESTCNE

A, Structural Uses of Cobblestones

B, Decorative Usss ¢f Cobblestones



ig
A. Svructural Uses of Cobblestones

Thus far, only the use ¢f cobblestones for sntire
builidings hus been dlscussed; iln many Ccases, however, this
materiad has bsen used indepsendently of cobulestone bullde
ings or where other materials were ocustomarily used,
Foundations, lintels and, in cone case, columnsg are those
atrugtural elewents found executed in cubhleatene;

Cobblestone foundatlons have been found fregquently
venewuts frume houses, In contrast with the many fieldstone
foundations of cobblestone houses, these foundation walls
have been very curefully exacuted in many cases, In aress
whers coarsger sitonss were most freqguensly found, the use
of small, selected cobulestones suggests the posslibility
that, »ben only the foundation was 1o Le exeguted in ¢obble-
stone, greater care was talken in the selection of the
limited nuwbeér of slones. The general impression gained
through examination of the numerous cobblestone foundations
witain the Rochester area is that they ere eften of more
carefully selected sitones of the kxind wost plentiful in the
luwediate area. In the worainial azea, west of Rochester,
& large nuaber of foundations are of finely selected, water-
dala stones, laid 1in carefully jointed rcwa., In the area
east and souih of Roucbester, most of the foundations ex-
amlned are of coarser etons gathered frow the fislds, rang-

ing from all large stonss to all swall stones in on2 founda-
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tion., In nearly all cuses, however, an atbteuwpt was mads to
seleot stonsas of slmilar size, whetner large or asmall,
Apother interesiing obssrvation 18 thatl more oobblestone
foundations appear under frame houses than under cobvle-
stone buildings, whoss foundations are often of irregular
fisldstone Or very orude cobblestons cecnatruction,

Window lintsls of cobblestone houses, also occasion-
aliy sxeculed in cubbléestons, present andothser interesting
gtructural variation, (Usually they are done in cut lime-
stone, cocasionally in brick, as in the Crowsll-Petrie
House, fig.18,) The Blodgett-HcCall House (fig.3l) near
durray bas wausual window and door limtels construoted of
lake-washed cobblestonss (roughly one and one-half inchss
thick and nine inches long) set vertically to form a flat
areh, The Chugg Houss (fig.34), alsc near Murray, shows
the only other cxample found of these long, flat stones
used for lintels i this wanner, Here, anciber refisement
was atteumpted by using longsr stones la the csater and
saorter ouss cu the ends - a4 orude attempt to galn the im-
pression of an arch. Ths nearness of these houses to eagh
other suggests thal the sawme wason worked on both or that
one is directly inspired by the otber,

One more example of cobblestone lintels waeg found in
the E.L. Ying House near Phelps. Iu this houss the pointed
arches above the thres front windows (the sides and back
windows have flat lintels) ure of the same selected lake-
washed gobblestones as the rest of the house, lauld in rows

of three to follow the window heads (fig.32). This is one
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of the few examples of cobblestone used to further the styl-
latic design of 4 bouse; in other houses the stylistic de~
tails are done in wood, such a8 the cornice and pllasters

of the Wychmere Faram House (fig.25) and cther Greek Revival
bouses; in stucoc, such as the pilasters of the Altcn Church
(fig.38); or in limeatons, such as the pointed arch lintel
of the Baker House (fig.3s).

The coluansg of the porticosd front ¢f the Gresk Re-
vival Cobvlestons house nesur Rome is the conly other kaown
exumple of cobblestone used in the sxecution of = bouse's
structural detali, Thsse colusns show, perhips, why cobble-
slones werse not used more often for structural detalls.

The construction ¢f ¢olumns in the cobblestone technigue
nears the point of structurally viclating the character of
the material snd of producing an effect of inappropriasteness,

Tae fewness of examples of structurasl details sxsouted
in cobulestons indicate thal the esarly builders falt the
proper and appropriate use of them - in the bearing wall,
Although the textural and decorative patterns were refined
sl slacorated upon, the structural feeling for the cobble-

stone wall reasained,
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B. Dsccrative Uses of Cobrlestonass

Very sarly in the periocd of cobblestons builldiag,
tae desire To use Lis wmaterial wore orsatively, perhaps
mor® artiatically, arcvse in ihe mason-builder, In a type
of consvruction where litule applied or worksd decoration
wad posalble or wppropriate, the inbherent charactaristics
of the stones had 0 bLe expleoited. Looal variations and
regional chaaracteristica were expressed in She use of
aurizental bands, herringocne bands and faondes, diagonally
sel stones, slternating bands of differently colored astones,
and selected stonea of a uniform golor and size,

In the Blodgett-HoCall House, near Murray, a singular
patiers in cobulestone was uchievad by laylag long, flas
#tones in horisontal rows, Every fourtu row was made up
of longer, narrowar lake-washed stones laid end to sund to
forn a narrow basd (fig.33). Although the stones are not
of unifora length, tasey form an effective conitrast to the
gguares or roumnd covonlestones of the other courses,

In the nearby Chugyg House (fig.34), three courses of
1ang, flat, lake-washed cobblestones were laid to fors »
band, herringbone in pattern. This band was repeated at
the 8ill line of both the first and second story windows,
at the cornice line, and again near the peak of the gabls,
Because the bouse is unpretentious, tne mutsrial roughly

aslected, and the craftsmanshlp crude, this attempt to
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introduce a pattern of wmore carefully selected stones,
reguiring graatesr akili and time in laying, is doubly
interesting.

Another use of the herringbonse pattern, where nore
money and greater skill permiited, wus on cntire walls,
The Baker House ian Furmington is a fine sxample of the
hgrringvone patiern extended over entire wall surfaceas,

On the aorith wall and the poreh wall, the same reddish
iake-~wasned oobblestones used on the cther walls were lald
disgonally to fors the nserringovone pattern (fig.35)., In
the more wodest Davie (Wing) Fars House nsar Parma, only
tire front wall, sheltsred by tue poroh, was done in the
hsrringbone pattern; the stones, howsver, ars asaller {two
inches to twe wnd & balf inches ian length) than those used
in other herrimgbone patterns and, therefore, form a more
Complex patiern #with 3i% courass 1o a twelve-inch quoin
{front cover).

Another interesting variation in the diagonal laying of
gubblestonss is found in the south wall of the winﬁ of the
Baker House (fig.38). The rounder stones of the lowsr part
of the wall and the larger ones of the uppaer part were all
laid so that the stones slant diagonally to the left in
every row rather than alternating in Jdirsction #s in the
herringbons pattern,

The varled goloring of the different kinds of atone
algso offered decorative possibilities %o the cobblestons
muson, By groupling a number of rows of stecnes of the same

color and general sghape, the mpuson succesdad in introdugcing
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bands alternating in color, Zxumples of this kind of
dagurutive banding have been found between Sodue and Alten,
a lake shore reglon with many regular lake-washed stones of
red Medina sandetons and other smooth, colered stones, In
 ihe Feller FHouse in Sodus village, four courses of the pre-
valent red Medina stones alternate with a eingle ccurse of
whitieh stones (fig.37). In the Upson Heusé (fig. 38), near
Woloott, the cgurses ¢f whitse stone buve been increasgsed to
two to offer a greater contraet tc¢ the twe red courses of
stone, The Alton Church (fig,3¢), with ite brecad, con-
trasting bands of four wbite und four red rows of stone is
in its aesthetic sffect reminiscent of zowe Spanish or
Italian building of the Renalesance,

The finest achievewent in ueing cobbplestonee decora-
tively is, perbaps, in the szalection and use of stones of
unifors coler and shape for an entire wall, The contrast
of the front wall of finely smelectad, reddish lake-wushed
stones with the salt-and-pepper effect of the black grasnite
and yellow quartzite of the side walls of the ¥iddletone
Chapman House (f1g.40) iliustrates well this vee of a uni-
formly colored wall, The front and side walls of the
Wychwere Farm House nearby show the aama use of contrasting
¢olored textures, In the walls of the Webster Baptiet Church
(fig.11l) a most extensive use of this uniformly colored
texture crsatea the greatest wonder and admiration for the
patience and artistry of the sgobblestone mason,

The builders' use of their material in thisz manner is

indicative of beth their good taste and craditable ingenuity,



They oreated, with a matsrial difficult to use, decorations
for their bulldings from the natural shape and coloring of
the stones themeselves, ia a wanner appropriate both to the

mabterial and to the structurs of the builiding,
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IV COBBLESTONE TEXTURES

A, Gecgraphic and Econcmic Determinants

B. Variations Within Individual Buildings
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A, QGeograpbic and Eocnomic Determinunts

The wain points considered, thus far, have been how
eobblestong conatruction differs in kind and use of stones
f&om other masonry, bow function and architeotural style
have affected oobblestone bulldings, and how gobiblssztones
have been uaed structurally and decoratively. Texturs, the
surfage appaarance of the ebructure, bas been left to last
ogoause it wuet be reviewed in relaticn to all the above
pointa and bsecause its discussion tends to center arcund
the individual bullding rather than the group. Cobblestone
Azcnitscturs Ly Carl F. Schmidt disousses texture wmainly in
relation to chronological development, Although the date of
construction is an lmportant factor (especlially as ralated
to the masonry jointing), other faotors - the geographiculo-
gation of the building and the evonomic position ¢f the build-
8r -~ mudt be as carefully comnsidered in 4 eatudy whers the
majority of bullilag is restricted to roughly thirty years
and relatlvely few dated sgaumples are knowm,

The basic masonry technijues way differ, the atyle and
function of the bulliing wmay changs, the structural dataile
aid degorative uses of the stones may vary, but the ghar-
acteristics of cobblestone texture remain, This texture,
Dowegver, varies with the type snd size of cobvlsstone used,
A discussed sarller, the stones vary not only in minsral

content but in bow and whare they were depcsited ~ the
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larger, rougner glaciated cobblestones are found in lurgest
quantity in the fields of the drumlin area; the stream-
washed gobblestounes, their roughsr corners reduced by the
glacial strsams, wre deposited in the werainial drifes along
the Hidge Road; the lake-washed cobblestones, sven aore
emoothly polishsed by the aotion of the waves, 1lig along
Lake Catario's shore. Thus the houss built of the type of
stone wost plentiful in its urves will reveal its gaograph-
igal locatiocn, to some @xtent, in its texlure,.

In the general region of the Jdrumlins, south of Roohe
sster, nearly all the bulldings investigatsd were built of
the glaciated cobblestone dsposited in the till sheet. (The
exgeptions, such ae the E.L. Xing House near Phelps, the
Barron House near Geneva, ani the Baker House usar Farwing-
ton, were built of stones iwmportsd from the lake,) Figurs
4l of the Herendeen House neur Farmiogion showa how in 1833
theae stongs were laild in roughly boriszontal rows with
1ittle attenmpt tC koep a well-molded, horizoptal joint., The
Quaker Mestiug House (filg.l10) near Scotteville, the Scotts-
ville Store, asnd the Filechell House (fig.l18) neur Henrietta
are oiber bouses presenting similar textvral:ssurfages. Fig-
ure 8 of the Sheldon Road House neur Henrletias and figure 23
of the Bonesteel House nsur Victor show the care with which
the same ¥ini and size of stops were lald in courses divided
by & straighter, more pronounced jointing, In the West
Bloamfi&id Insurance Cffige, the front (fig.l15) has been
built of glaciated cobblestones tacroughly aslacted for ex-
trewe smallness and lald with both a borizontal and a vertiocal

*¥Y* joims,
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In o siwilar muaner, ithe taxture of many of ths cobble-
gtune buildings wlong Ridge Road West stow the use of only
the arsa's water-laid stones or the wmixture of these with
gither glaclated or lake-washsd cobblestonss, The surfaces
of the Blodgett-MoCall House (fig.33) and tbe Chugg House
(fig.34) 1llustrate a typs of texturs found with variation
turoughout the arsa., In the Crowsll-Psirie Houss (fig.18),
the sume Xind of atone, wmixed with goarser ccbblestone from
the fields, 18 laid without jolating, flush in tae wortar;
in the Morton Schoolhouse (fig.43), the stonsgs (inoluding
gome amoother lake~washeld stones) have beon selscted for
flatness and laid horizontally.

Along Ridge Road East ths texture of many cf the build-
ings sesumaesa different quality frowm the use of the smaller,
smgother stones gathersd frow the lake shore. Although the
glonge may not be perfectly selescted for similarity in size
and cclor,the overall appsarancs is io marksd contrast to
thal of ccarser cobblestons texturea, The Universallst
Caurch in Tebster (similar to she iHiddlston-Chapman House
fig.40) shews bow the varicolored ston®s have beea asi om
the aide walls in aven rows with o parfactily siraight jolint
o give an iupressicn of alwmost mechunical perfection, The
Eclomon Upson House (fig.38), the Feller Houss (fig.37), and
the Wychmsere FPara House (£ig.88), are all fins esamples in the
luke shors wrea ¢f this type of texture.

The location of the buildings.therefore, 1in an area of a
rarticular type of cobbleatone deposit, along with ths great-

er refinemsent gradually achisved in the laying of iha stones
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and tihe molduing of the wesonry jointiag, explains o eome
eitent the variabicuns in textures of tas cobblestone wall,
Ancther possible factor in the aualyels of some bulldings
ie tbe ecouomiv and social position of the owner ¢r owners.
In general, public Luildings refiect the lurger finanglal
rescurces wnd the greater rogarc for distinctive appearance
of e collective cwners., The asvones, for tue wosl pars,
are selected very carefully for uniforw size a2 in the Yeb-
sler Buptliet Courch or the West Bilooufisdd Insurance Q0ffice;
thaey wre selected, in other cases, for a uniform coler (the
Guines Schoel, fig.ld) or an unusual color effect (the Altonm
Cuurecn, £ig.38). Toe fine luke-washed stones of both the |
Gaines and Parma Schoclhouses indicute that for these sped-
ial public buildings a type of stone not found in large
guantities in the areu may huve been brought from the othsr
8ide of tne Genesee Hiver, Taus, these publi¢ buildings
differ frow the wusual doweavic dwellinge in tbhe use of &
type of slone uncoamen (0 Whe arsa or in the consistent
use of & particular vyps of stone throughout the building.
The Scottavilie Quaker Mesting Houss (fig.i0) uses the
stons at band in 4 oruie wanner, This inconsistency, how-
@ver, proves cousleveut with fthe craed and msans of a pre-
dominently rural ssot,

Domssiic dwellings, when preszating an uausual testural
pattern, sesm to have been built with the distingulshing
in wind and purss. Only gensral eonclusions can be drawn
&d i otaer suppesitions on Yszture, but these seer woal
probable after cxumination of cobblestone construction in

relation %o architectural design and location, The ex-
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cellent Jdesign of the Burron Houase (fig.34) euggests that
aiy iess finely selected ani evenly lald type of scbible-
gtone wasonury would Lave besu inconsiastent with the obvicus
desire of Mr. Barron for siyle and sophisticaticn., 3iwilarly,
the then modish Romautic Revival dasign of the PBaker House
(£ig.39) proves consisiuut wish the use of the irunsported
lake-wughed atonss on wll the wadle but the bwck, and with
tae two types of deceralive palterning - tae Lerringboune
pattbern and dilagoneldly-liald atoues, The wany ccbblestone
buildings on the TUng Farm (fig.16), including the Downing
cotbags atyled E.L. Fing House, indioulte that the owners
Jiked and could afford good design and cobblestcne con-
struction. The E.L. Ting House (fig.28) alsc differa {from
agightoring bulldings in ivs uss of small luke-washed
cobblestones of red Hedina sundstone and in its use of the
bead rather than the wore common "V* joiating (compare
theae wwo jolmtings in figure 43)., Hore modest cobblestone
Louses sbow less costly relineuenis by}the use of sslected
avones on only one wall, & single or doudls band of differ-
ently coléred Btunea, or, as la the Ridge Road Veas araalat
.ccara%r stonas and less prospargue farme, an ooccasional band
of differently shaped and luid cobbleastones.

Tuis discusaion ¢f textures ¢of cobblestons bulliings bas
attenptad 10 sugeest tie slmllarity of texture within one
particular ares and the possible economic factors conirib-
uting to incongietencize withln thess sreas. The few avall-
able asccurate dates of buildinge wust be consldersd, also, in
any attempted analysis and should bLe useed, whenever possible,

for an accurate discussion of the individual building,
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B. Variations Within Individual Buildings

One outstanding characteristic of cobblestong archie
tecture aand the resulting textural quality of the walls bas
besn thus far neglectad: all walls of & cobblestons bulld-
ing are not alike, Former discussion of the subject by
Mr., Schmidt hag failed to corrsct the imprsssion that the
textural surface, as in other types of construction, is
consistent throughout the building. In nsarly every one
of the bhouses investigated thers has been some wariation
in the four wallis of the individual building. The varia-
tion ranges from the subtle difference of reducing the
ooursag.ofb%tena by ona, per guoin, successively froam front
to raiiinéﬁgha wmajor difference of using large irrsgular
‘fieldstones for cone wall., Whatever the cause or reuson,
few cobblestone builldimgs in this arss are consistently of
the same vtextural pattaern ihrougbout.

The most widely found variation in texturs is the above
menticned raduction of the courses of stone by ¢one, per
gueoin, successively from front to rear. Swall stones {(rela-
tive to the average size of the stones in the area) are
used on the front; largsr stones are usseld on both sides,
thus reducing the nuwber of courses to the same height quoin
(usually twelve inches) by one course; the back is lald with
8%ill larger stones, 80 that the number of rows to a guoin

is reduced again oy one., In figure 44, this ie clearly seen
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in the closeup shots taken to scale of the Lookwaod House
on Culver Road: the front wall has five ccurses to a guoin,
the sides four and the back three, This same variation of
five-four-three courses 10 & yuoin is alsc found in the
Fischbell House (fig.l19) and the Sheldon Road House (fig.7) -
in these houses and others in the same area, using the same
kind of etone and the same slze height quoin,

To name and designate all the c¢ther variations would
beé to discuass individually almoet all the cobblestone bullde
ings in the area; only a few, either charagteristic of a
genaral practice or motably inconsistent, can be discussed,
therefore, in greatsr detail, The Webster Baptist Church
(fig.11), although using the wost finsly selected stonse,
decreases the number of courses to a 4uoin from front to
back - & characteristic not unusuzl in buildings of ex-
gellent deslgn and well selected material, On the other
band, the Baker House (fig.39), using the same fine grade
of stone, offers a much wider range of textural pattern in
a single house: the front is laid with the stones five to
the quoin andi the south sids with four; the north wall and
the porob are luid in the herringbone pattern with four rows
to the yguoin; the south wall of the wing has diagonally-laid
stones, three to & wuoin; the back wall i3 constructed of
coarss fieldstcne masonry. The Davis (Xing) House (front
and back cover) is similarly constructed with a fieldstone
back wall, with the side walis of large cobblestones laid

four to a Yuoin, and with a herringbone-patisrned front.
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The ¥est Bloomfield Insurance (Office has, perhaps, the great-
eat number of rows io a twelve-inch guoin (ranging from
eight rows at the bottowm to ten rows at the top) on the
front, wnile the sides have only four rows, An unusual
variation is found in the Cox House (fig.23) where the back
and sides are laid with five courses $¢ the quein and the
front with four; in the Paruwa Schoolhouse (fig.l1l3) where
the back is of randouly-lald rocks und the sides and {front
ars of carefully selected astones lald four and five to the
quoin respectively; and in the Herendeen House (fig.3Q)
where there are roughly two rows to a guein in all the walls
except for an occasional guoin with thres rows,

This obrief presentation can only atteumpt to suggest
this facter for considsration, along with the cther data,
in the investigation of cobblestone architecturs, A4s gtated
before, the variations are alnost ag many ue there are bulld-
ings and, therefors, defy categorical discussion, They are
merely another of the many aspaects of cobblestone archi-
tecture., This discussion has been offered wainly to further
suggest the impossibility of acourately dividing cobblsatone
arghitecture into three chronological periods, as done by

Carl Schaidt in Cobblestone Architecture; such a simpli-

fication ie considered by the writer as misleadling and in-

consistent with the general churacter of the subject.
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CONCLUSION

Little mention has been made throughout this dis-
gussion ¢of the assthetic gquality of the cobblestone mat-
erial. The feeling of these houses in stone is captured
when they ars sesn rising fromw their countryside with the
gver changing light-play of sun and clouds across thelr
walls or standing on the streets of a small town together
with their less noble neighbors in wood, The affectiveness
of cobblestone depends upon light, for without it the tex-
ture of the stones is deadenad and the fascinating patierns
disappear, In the country bullding of coarse cobblestone,
surrounded by the open fields,the beauty of cobbleatons
lies in its perfectly organic expression of nature's mat-
erial, in its couplete fitness of position as a bullding
greated from and on the soil, In a town church of fine
unifors cobblastones, it stunds as a manifestation of a
peoplets desire to take multitudinous perfecotions and %o
ersate from them spiritual unity,

The cobblestons bullding stands as an individval,
Built in primarily rural areas by single craftsmen, they
received less ¢f the fmprin% of the fashionable ani more
of the creative urge of thelr designer-builders., For cobble-
stone architecture is full ¢f countless and individual varia-
tiona. No two buildings were built quite the same because

each building was, of necessity, the sxpressicn of varying



material and personal skill., The buildings stand, perhaps,
a8 the last large scale work of the builder-craftsman, even
then being driven out ¢f existence by the muchine, Cobble-
stone buildings defied the mechanlical in all but their

latest examples - and, sthen, csased to be built,



V APPENDIX

Location of Photographed Examples
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A, Locasion of Photograpbed Examples

Cotbleatons Housaes

figure
Baker House, bullt in 1850: Hacedon Center-
/2 {ﬂ f{ Paunag T ‘/;_v;. ‘,‘3
Farmington Road, one mile morth of , 77" Y
L q e ot U4

Farmington, Wew York,

DO VR Lisconrrenibsqensbussssssonnstosissce BB

Hozzxinghone Patbern . ....ccov0vts00vearoncnsscscas OB

Diugonally-1aid StONOS ...cocvncvvcvscssnssnssnnsee 98
Barron House, built in 1848 by 7. Barron:

Route 30, two miles west of Ganeva,

Hew York, General view ......cv.cccesscvcosssaccnss B8
Blodgett-icCall Houese, bullt in 1840: Route

104, Ridgs Road West, éna mile east of

durray, New York,

Cobbloaton® 1iRtelE .....cccocvvvevenscssacansssse 31

Hoplinontal DanAIRES. . ..ccncovssncrerascsnnorssnses DO
Bonesteel House: Houte 86 and Turk Hill Road,

five miles north of Victor, New York,

DR YR o ssnessnsdriassnnabosnnbesensnssnsse BB
Chugg Houss: Routa 104, Ridge Road West, one mile

west of Murray, NHews York, Herringbone bands ...... 34
Cox House, built in 1838 by Isaac Cox: Scottsville-

Canawaugus Road, one nmile south of Fcotis-

ville, Now York. Genernl VAOW .....ccvvievcccansss B3
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Crowell-Petrie House: Route 104, Ridge Road

Peat, three miles weet of Clarkson,

Bew York., General view.......c.ccsscccncnsscscnces 18
Davis (¥ing) House: 4v68 Ridge Road West,

Parma, New York.

Front wall (herringoone pattern).,.......... front cover

SRS WBAL .ivrissvencanssrsansnntssanssscss DASK SOVERX
Dean Homestead: ¥3 West Haln Street,¥abater,

Now Tork, Geueral vieWw .. .....cce0v0000v00ccvcacess @
Feller House: North Haple Avenus, Sodus

Village, New York. Colored bandingd .....ccvcenees 97
Fischell House: Fischell Hoal, one mile from

forth Henrietts Road, Rush, New York,

DAL WABW .usnssvveagonnsssacssssoaccnvtotsncss AW
Hayden House, built by Moses Hayden: River 82§

Road, York, Wew York, General view ...........00.. 30
Herendeen House, built in 1l832: Macedon Canter-

Farmington Road, two miles south of Varme

ington, New York,

AL FEOR oo sesatssvssnnsosnncsiavssventenbnss I

South wall (glaciated cobblestoned)......cceeeeee.. &1
¥ing House, E.L.: Route 96, Phelps Township, cne

and one-guarter miles sust of Fhelps, New York.,

DN Ll o b d it s i 4 2 s iy s owin by bans o D

Pointed cobbleatone window lintels ......ccec0ee.0 32

DI R & ishiinesssdiannintiannneisssomennin &
Lockwood House: 1092 Culver Road, Rochsster,

Hew York, Five-four-ihree courses of

CODLAONSONEN B0 & QUOLR ...covsenssccsnsnnconssanss 4
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depdon Pond Park House: Douglas Road, Hendon

Pond Park, Hendon, Naw York,

Goneral PIOW ....ciscccsvcinnsncossssnciicncoanscsns B
gidaleton-Chapman House, bullt in 1844: Route

186, Lake Roaud, nine miles west of

Pultneyville, Bew York,

Red Medina sandston® front .....cevcevsconsascccess 40

RY® JOABBANE . .cvvccvncsssassnnsstsssstcsnvsenconcs 89
Neulendyke House: Dufloc Road, Orchard Beach,

Now York, General view ......cccciceesoscessccssess B0
Plank Road House: dirt road, off route 350

(Cntaric Center-ilacedon Center Foad),

0na4h&l£;mils portsh of Plank Houd, Webster,

New York, Remaining first story wall .....cc00000.. 8
Sheldon Road House: Sheldon Roud, one mile west

of Clover Street, Henuon, New York,

Interior view of foundation sni firast atory wall ., 6

FEDUE SRORY WAL sivesncnnocsesbscasnasssnssaninsves ¥
Upson House: Route 104, Ridge Rouwd East, six I8%7

miles east of Altom, New York., Colored bandings.... 38
Wychmore Farm House: Route 18, Lake Road, six

wiles west of Pulitueyville, New York,

Gmigrul vieu L I O N I A A O O R O I D N B B I R R AR BN N I R N R 35
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Cobblestone Churches

Alton Church: Route 104, Ridge Road East, c. 35|

Alton, New York. Colored bLandifg ......cco000cce0es 99
Firast Baptist Church, built in 1857:

77 Park Avenue, Webstar, New York,

Qeneral VAOW.....cccvevvsencoscssssccrssccnnssns oo &¥
First Caristian Church, built in 1844 by

| J., Putnam: Latta Road snd Long Pond Road,

Horth Greece, New York. Section of front wall ,.... 9
Quaker Hesting House, built in 1834: Scottsville-

Canawaugus Road and Quaker Road, Scvottsville,

Eew York. Gm’ral.view.l"..'.“.'.....0........‘. lO

Cobblestone Schools

District School #5, built in 1849: Route 104,

Ridge Road West, Tast Gaines, New York,

DURATRE. TR ooo sossnnsnasssbnssnssnsncessesosnsonan B
dorton Schoclhouse: German Church Road and

Radman Road, one mile sast of Morton,

New York,

West wall (unselected, mixed cobblestones) ....... 43
District School #8, built in 1847: 5346 Ridge

Road West, Parma, New York, General view ,........ 12
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Cobblestone Bullilngs

East Vietor Btore: Ruute w6, East Victor,

How Tork.OonePal AW .. .isccciisrccsnnavacssssesisca 48
King Farm Buildinge: Route 46, Phelps Township,

One mile east of Phelps, New York,

QODAXALl VAOE ... i isscntusadacdodsasompncupnsavesses 48
Weat Bicomfield Insurance Office, built in 1841

by the Ontario and Livingston dutual

Insurance Company: West Bloomfiaeld,

waﬂ Yo:k. Q&}n&r‘s’l 'i” % 8 0 08 @ P e s e PP e e s S AEtE o Se 15
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POSTSCRIPT - 1953

Tor the sake of a more complete photographic
docunentation of cobblestone architecture in the
Rochester area; additional outstanding cobblesione
buildings end impertamnt structursl, gescleglcal, and
toxtural feature: of cobblestone arciitecture hove
been photographed since the completion of the paper,
COBBLESTONE ARCHITECTURE IN THE ROCHESTER AREA, in
June 1951, and are precented to the Univercity of
Roche ter with avalilable data by the photogrepher in
April of this year, 1953, In arranging this material,
the organization adopted for {the paper has been raine
tained in order to facilitate the integration of the
new material with the original text and illustrations,
Reference is made to the corresponding chapter of the
paper,.

Should it prove that some important cobblestone
structures have been overlooked, photographs of these
will be added subsequently. The writer would appreciate
further information usefwl to her in tracing cobblestone
buildings unknown to her, particularly ruins of cobble-
stone buildings whickh shed further light on the art of
cobblestone masonry, Clroumstences permitiing, further
investigations will be made into the origin of this



masonry technique, It is suggested that information

be gathered on problems of repair and maintenance of
cobblestone buildings and on masons who might be
willing to experiment with this technique. A chenical
analysis of specimens of mortar used in different
areas would undoubtedly prove valuable, These projects,

however, are beyond the scope of this peper.

Gerda Peterich



LIST OF SUPPLEMENTARY ILLUSTRATIONS

with location of photographed examples.

Depaai‘!; of cobblestones ag found in drumling seessceses seesltS

Photographed at a gravel pit om route 251
near lendon, N,Y,

Chopher ITA: Functions of Cobblesbone Buildings, pp.l0-12

Former blacksmith shop at Alloway, Wayne County, Nu¥eeeeses46

Built in 183%2. A small octagonal. building on
a side road off route 14, Village historlan:
Iirs. George Innes, Lyons, N,7.

Chapter I1B: Styles of Cobblestone IHouses, pp.l3-18

Taber 5&%3, neary C&Stﬂa, R@Y‘u‘ dated 1044 l.u.itntl.ng;g;“’?

On the road beitween Perry and the Wolf Creek
entrance of Letchworth Park, about four miles
from Perry. Very evenly lai& rather square stones,
typical of that section (see also i11.,48), Stone
not very carefully selected for size and color,

House of Trederic Short, 44 East Street, Nﬁnﬁa,h.Y‘...¢.¢.~#8

house 1831. ?apars a’ dead '
house, In a conversation with tha ovmer, Cearl
FoSchnidt expressod the opinion that £he
house was built about 1840, -~ Rather flat,
square, yellowish stome, very evenly 1&1&,
five rows to a quoin in front and four at
the sides, The ori house is the structure
now appearing to amnex in the rear of the
house, The main house 1s a square surmounted
by & low hip roof of four egual sections with
a low square deck, The pedimented dormers with
windows flanked by pilasters are reniniseent of
the dormers of Benjamin Latrobe's Belvidere
(1812), 20-30 miles south of Nunda, though the
1attax have an elliptical decoration included
in the pediment,

A% Oakland, N,Y,, another low square cobblestone
househas o viousi been built by the same mason,
though in a slightly coarser technigue with four
courses %o a quoin in front, The basemenis of
these houses are of the same cobblestone construc-

tion (see 111,55), although at Nunda it has been
covered with aamnnt at a later date., A prominent



figure

feature of the Oakland house is the
mangaré roof, lio indication has been
found that this mansard was added at
a later &atﬂo

Octagonal residence at E’h‘diﬁaﬁ’ NeYs evvccsnsncsssnsss 49

On route 20, Built about 1840 by Dr.James
Coolidge. Date recorded at the New York
Stata Historin&l Associatianiang published

. - L2
identical with pclygcnal blocL
at Bouckville (111,50). The sections in the
back of the house are of varying sizes.

Because of the early date of this octagonel
house it may be well to mention that the
interior does not have the enclosed stalrwell
typical of Orson Fowler's octagonal residences,

Polygonal Bloek R’t Bﬁuehi.ll@' NeYa cossesccsssssnsses 50

On Route 20, Built about 1850 by Dr.Jemes
Coolidge, Information about date from the
historian of lMadison County. Robert i,
Palniter, the present owner of the house,
vmrifie& this date Trom the original papers,

Residence of LeRoy Munro at Ilbridge, NeYe ssesssssses 51=54

Bailt for John !hmnro, about 1851, On Route 5,
north side, west of intersection of Route 310,
This house is easily overlooked, as it sits
back from the highway, well hidden emong old
treecs. Very fine lakewashed cobblestones
layed six rows to a gquoin with horizontal
"head" joints, Quoins and masonry technique
are identieal with those of the Darren House,
Geneva (1848). Both houses are the work of a
highly skilled mason,

The design for this house may have been taken
fram Aed oDowning, chitecture of Count

?E%%gg (1830), des 2 ottage

Rural Gothie Style" page 295, This aesign

shows the front elevation ar the residence of

ineJ.Rotich of New Bedford, llass., "built% fronm

the plans of Ilr.Davis", Huwaver thara are certain

differences which oonstitute a aimpliriaation of

the front elevation: the porch has three instead

of five bays and the oriel window over the center
part of the porch is modified and the window

abﬂva omitted, There is no balustrade around the
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roof, Of this A J.Dovning writes: "The
parapet of this (the Wm.J.Roteh) villa
surrounds a narrow walk on the roof -
entered from the side of the central
ridge -~ which cormands & view of the
harbor of New Bedford." The omission of
the walk is easily explained by the
different scenic surroundings of the
Hlbridge house, = The design of the
veranda piers is found in A,J,.Downing,
page 3510,

Chapter IITA: Structural Uses of Cobblestones, pp.l9-21

Basements in cobblestone technique seecsesccesscctcsssse 59

While most cobblestone houses have basenentis
built of large field stones, cobblectone
basements have been used widely for frame
houses, as for example in the Greek Revival
house at Henrietta, N.Y, (intersection of

Route 15A and 253). In a few rare instances,
geobhlestone basement is used with a cobblestone
house, as in a house in Oalland, N.T1.

ﬁcﬁbbles'ﬁﬁne Vill&". Holland P&tent, NQYQ CIBRAEBOEEE LS 56

Qecupied by lr.J.C.Rawson. On Route 365,

left side of road, coming from Rome, The
column on the 19!% sids of the ghotagraph
has been rebuilt recently, but the original
coblLlestones have been re-used, Mason: Rudolf
Abbuhl, Rome, N,Y,

This is the only lnown example of a portico
executed in cobblestone technique,

Chapter IVA: Cobblestone Texturss, .26 ff.

This interesting variety of texture, in which

the stones are layed perpendicular %o the joints,

is found in a fine Greek Revival house on the

gsouth side of Route 104, just west of Childs,

N.Y, There are three to four courses of cobble-
stone %0 a Q'ﬁﬂina PP EB AN P EEREA RO NS IR PSR SRR SRR 57
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